
CONGOLESE PEOPLE ARE FACING INCREASING CHALLENGES AND 
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN NEED OF URGENT HUMANITARIAN AID 

HAS NEARLY DOUBLED OVER THE PAST YEAR



The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has tremendous natural wealth and human 
resilience – its people, its youth, its resources. Yet, humanitarian needs have persisted for 
decades, and over the past year, the humanitarian situation has deteriorated at an alarming 
rate, with a record number of people forced to flee their homes. Despite its great potential 
and resources, an estimated 13.1 million people currently need urgent humanitarian aid. 
Eighteen of the DRC’s 26 provinces face humanitarian emergencies.

The country is grappling with one of the most complicated humanitarian crises in the world 
– but one also characterized by significant opportunities for early-recovery and longer-term 
development. 

This exhibition tells the story of some of those most affected by crises. It also highlights 
the remarkable steadfastness and resourcefulness of people striving to regain dignity. 

A MAJOR CRISIS
FAST DETERIORATING 

North Kivu, February 2018 - A shoe lost by a child who had to flee away suddenly.
Photo: OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



The food security situation is alarming with 7.7 million people - men, women and 
children - facing hunger. This represents a 30 per cent increase compared to the 
year before. Around 4.5 million children require treatment for malnutrition and nearly 
2 million of them are severely acutely malnourished. The persistence of insecurity 
suggests that the situation could deteriorate in 2018.

DEEPENING
HUNGER

South Kivu, February 2018 - Local farmers’ cooperatives are trying to bring support to farmers employing internally 
displaced persons to reduce food insecurity levels in conflict hit areas, such as here in Mukwidja, South Kivu.
Photo: OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



DEEPENING HUNGER
Kasaï, February 2018 - This internally displaced woman has just 
received bags of seeds and beans. These will help her and 11 
other families farm the land they have just been granted around 
Kananga through a local NGO. 

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



DEEPENING HUNGER
North Kivu, February 2018 - This girl suffers from Kwashiorkior, a 
severe form of malnutrition caused by a deficiency in dietary protein. 
Her mother walked 3 hours to bring her to a local clinic before she 
was referred to the main hospital in Kitshang, North Kivu.

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



DEEPENING HUNGER
Kasaï, January 2018 - At nearly three years old, Marie weighs little 
more than an infant. Nestled in her mother’s arms, Marie is battling 
severe malnutrition at a UNICEF-supported clinic in Kasaï, DR Congo.2 
million of them are severely acutely malnourished. The persistence of 
insecurity suggests that the situation could deteriorate in 2018.

UNICEF/Vincent Tremeau 



The Congolese population is exposed to serious protection risks owing to the recurrent 
violence, population movements, and extreme hardship arising from the difficult socio-
economic context. The risks include violations of the rights to liberty, property, life, 
and physical integrity. Some 26,400 survivors of sexual violence were provided care in 
2017, but only 25 per cent of them have been documented. Other forms of gender-based 
violence also go largely unreported. 

Women and girls are the hardest hit by sexual and gender-based violence, which is 
widespread in crisis-affected areas. They often have to venture far from their homes or 
shelters in search for food, exposing them to risks of attack and abuse. Their children, 
left alone at home while they are out searching for food, are also at a high risk of abuse. 
Many survivors of sexual violence are stigmatized. Women often are abandoned by 
their husbands mainly out of fear of contracting sexual diseases rather than due to the 
perceived shame that rape brings upon families.  

CONSTANTLY
IN DANGER

Kasaï, August 2017 - Anny (30) puts on her scarf inside a church where she and dozens of other internally displaced 
persons have found refuge. «The militia came during the night while we were sleeping. I fled with my husband and our 
5 children. They shot my husband as we were running away. I would like to join my family in Kinshasa but the trip costs 
60,000 Congolese francs per head and we have no money. I no longer have strength. I am weakened by the lack of food 
and the malaria I have caught when we were hiding in the forest.»
Photo: OXFAM/John Wessels



CONSTANTLY IN DANGER
Tanganyika, September 2017 - Women in Kalunga IDP camp, 
Kalemie, Tanganyika. Women are forced to walk for hours to 
reach the fields where they can work to provide for their families. 

OXFAM/Diana Zeyneb Alhindawi



CONSTANTLY IN DANGER
North Kivu, February 2018 - This woman has been living for 9 years in a camp 
for internally displaced persons in Mweso, North Kivu. All family members 
have died in the conflict that has forced her to run away. She has nobody to 
help her. She begs for food and cannot afford seeing a doctor. 

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



CONSTANTLY IN DANGER
Kasaï, August 2017 - Anne, sits inside a health center that host 200 displaced 
persons in Tshikapa. ‘‘I was hit on the head with machete blows. I fell to 
the ground and they thought I was dead. My two children were only spared 
because they did what I told them to do, they lay down in the blood and played 
dead. This health centre is the only place where I feel that we are safe.’’

OXFAM/John Wessels



Looting, destruction and threats to hundreds of schools, health facilities and other 
services and their staff, deprived hundreds of thousands of people of access to 
basic social services, particularly in Kasai, North and South Kivu and Tanganyika. 
This year, some 10.5 million people affected by conflict and epidemics will require 
emergency health services, including 5.4 million women.

The Congolese population continues to be severely affected by epidemics. The 
current cholera outbreak is the most serious of the past 15 years. In 2017, some 
50,000 cases of cholera and over a thousand deaths were reported, nearly twice as 
many as in the previous year. Insufficient resources for a rapid response, population 
movements, humanitarian access constraints, and poor access to water, hygiene and 
sanitation services contributed to the upsurge in cholera cases.

EPIDEMICS COMPOUND 
VULNERABILITY

Kasaï, August 2017 - Sara (33) sits wit her son inside a health center that host 200 displaced persons in Tshikapa. ‘‘My 
son was born a week ago. When I fled my village with my two children, my husband was killed by beheading. I think of it all 
the time. When I arrived, here the nurses and the pastor helped me. I hope that my children will be able to return to school 
and that they will have a better life.’’
Photo: OXFAM/John Wessels



EPIDEMICS COMPOUND VULNERABILITY
Tanganyika, January 2018 - This boy and thousands of others have been contaminated 
by cholera and is being treated in the general hospital in the city of Kalemie. The 
province of Tanganyika is affected by the worst cholera epidemics in 15 years. 

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



EPIDEMICS COMPOUND VULNERABILITY
South Kivu, February 2018 - This 9 year old boy walks on his own for an hour every day 
to fetch non-contaminated water from a source around Minova. 

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



Despite hardships and displacement, the Congolese population demonstrates 
remarkable steadfastness. Thousands have gone through multiple displacements, 
rebuilt shelters and restarted life wherever they could, sometimes several times. The 
impact on education is dramatic: in Kasai region for example, one out of ten children 
of primary school age can no longer attend school due to violence. In the East, an 
entire generation has grown up in displacement. 

Children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo have seen their lives threatened, 
their families torn apart, their schools destroyed, and their futures compromised. 
Many are displaced or abandoned, some accused of witchcraft, others born of rape 
or orphaned by war.

But while children are the most vulnerable in the crisis, they also are amongst the 
most resilient and show remarkable creativity and resourcefulness.

SURMOUNTING 
ADVERSITY

North Kivu, February 2018 - A makeshift toy carved in wood and assembled with plastic 
by an internally displaced boy in Kitshanga, North Kivu.
Photo: OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



SURMOUNTING ADVERSITY
Tanganyika, January 2018 - An internally displaced boy playing 
with friends in the city of Kalemie, Tanganyika.

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



SURMOUNTING ADVERSITY
North Kivu, February 2018 - Innocent (12) has lived in the camp for internally 
displaced persons of Kahe, in  Kitshanga, since the age of 2. He does not 
remember his village of origin. His parents died in the conflict and an elderly 
relative is trying to support him. He has only gone to school for one year in 
his whole life. These days, he barely can find food every day. 

OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



SURMOUNTING ADVERSITY
Tanganyika, November 2017 - A boy, displaced by inter-ethnic violence, 
waves a white flag at the Kalunga refugee camp, Tanganyika province.

UNICEF/Pavot



In late 2017, humanitarian actors activated measures to scale up international 
response to the crises in the Kasais, Tanganyika and South Kivu and significant 
gains have been made. In these regions, 1 million people have received humanitarian 
assistance since October 2017 alone.  In 2017, 4.2 million people received 
assistance across the country.

The 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan for the DRC estimates that 13.1 million 
people require protection and humanitarian aid, up from 7.3 million at the start of 
2017. The United Nations and partner NGOs are appealing for US$1.68 billion to 
deliver urgent assistance -- more than double the $812.5 million requested in the 
previous year. Despite generous support by donors, underfunding remains a serious 
constraint. 

Limited resources are forcing the humanitarian community to make impossible 
choices every day. The alleviation of suffering – and at times ensuring survival – of 
millions of men, women, girls and boys will depend on the humanitarian community’s 
ability to mobilize fast in the coming months.

Kasaï, August 2017 - Berte sits with her child inside a church on August 26, 2017. The church is a refuge for internally 
displaced persons affected by the ongoing conflict in the Kasaï provinces. ‘‘When the militias came to attack my village with 
machetes, they killed my neighbor, his wife and their child right in front of my eyes. I managed to run away and then hid for 
three days in the forest before walking for weeks to Tshikapa. On the way we drank water from the river but it was infected.’’ 
Photo: OXFAM/John Wessels



need urgent humanitarian aid, 
nearly twice more than a year ago.

13.1
million people

Photo: OXFAM/Diana Zeyneb Alhindawi



under 5 are suffering from malnutrition

4.5
million children

Photo: OCHA/Eve Sabbagh



are facing hunger

7.7
million people
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are in need of protection assistance

13.1
million people

Photo: OCHA/Ivo Brandau


